Westminster Place Association Annual Meeting
Monday, December 1, 2008, 8:00 p.m.
 
Fourteen households were in attendance.  Trustees in attendance:  Charlie Kindleberger, Kathy Koch, Christina Bennett, Marie Morrison, Gregg Williamson, Jim Tobin and Al Babusis

Agenda:
Welcome by Kathy Koch

1.  Secretary’s Report – Christina Bennett
Approval of December 3, 2007 minutes

Motion to approve by Gregg Williamson, seconded by Dick Bylund, passed unanimously.

2.  District Update CWE Report – Lyda Krewson, Alderwoman

A. Highway 40 Closing- Actual date will be 12/15/08. All lights on Kingshighway have been synchronized as well as on Skinker Blvd. Kingshighway has also been re-striped.  Also, a left turn arrow has been added to the light to assist drivers traveling east on Lindell and turning north on Union.

B. Delmar Medians:  Delmar between Kingshighway and Union – construction is almost complete and looks great.

C. Forest Park Developments:  Triple A Golf Course is getting a driving range and the club house should be remodeled this spring.

D. Euclid Business District – The CWEA hired a Security Director in the fall of 2008.  James Partee is a 19 year veteran of the police force and a former Police Chief of Moscow Mills.  He will work closely with Hi-Tech and The City’s Finest (local security service companies in CWE) to address crime in all the special taxing districts.  Their office will be at 324 N. Euclid and will have a small sub-station for Hi-Tech and The City’s finest.

E. St. John’s Church Update.  Windows off Washington owner, Tom Klein, is seeking to purchase the church and convert it to an events only venue.  The talks with the church officials have stalled due to ownership issues.  All are hopeful the transaction will move forward in the near future.

F. Argyle Parking Structure (Attached to Schafly Library).  The Board of Alderman will meet on December 3, 2008 to discuss a TIF $3mllion bonding approval.  Approval is necessary as the TIF would be structured as Pay-As-You-Go TIF vs. issuing bonds for public improvements.  

G. 5070 Waterman property – has been purchased by an investor and is under construction.
H.50/50 Sidewalks– The programs is still in effect but slow as there are over 250 names on the list.  (Since the meeting, several sidewalks on the street have been replaced and look great.)

3. Security Report –Les Wright – Security Commission 

Les Wright, Christina Bennett and Gina Haegney represent WPA.  Tax revenues in 2008 were approximately $66,000.  Hi-tech currently patrols 8 hours per day. As mentioned earlier, five other special business districts have joined forces to hire a security director, Mr. James Partee. The special taxing district has been in place for 13 years. Our main focus has been our street boundaries vs. CWE boundaries.  With Mr. Partee’s assistance, all special taxing districts are coordinating resources for the better use of security coverage.  Mr. Partee plans on working closely with our SBD to disseminate information to all residents on crime statistics. Hi-Tech did inform everyone that Ups/FedEx packages are being taken from residents front steps/porches when residents are not home.  Hi-Tech encouraged everyone to require signatures from these mail carriers to ensure accurate delivery.
4.  CWEA –Tom Shrout
The Central West End Association was founded over 50years ago. The association has been instrumental in helping all residents improve their property values and bring vibrant businesses to our back yards.  There are only 7 out of 56 homes on our street who are members.  Please consider joining the association. 

5. Street and Tree Reports- Gregg Williamson & Jim Tobin

Many accomplishments occurred in 2008 for street maintenance:  lighting was repaired on the east gate; pet stations were added in front of the homes at 5053/5412; operation Brightside was a success this year as the alleys were cleaned by many; monuments on the street were painted; speed bumps were also painted; we had 2 leaf removal events with a new company.  The board was working on acquiring bids to re-pave the street. Some of the options are chip seal vs. regarding with asphalt.  The street was last repaved over 18 years ago and residents will be kept abreast of any future street paving decisions.    This year the board planted 5 new trees.  The tree inventory report was updated with Metropolitan Tree Service and 5 pin oaks will be removed and replaced in 2009.   It appears that over the years 30 trees have been removed and if the trustees implemented the “tree” strategy the cost would be around $23,000.  

6.  Street Survey- Kathy Koch

This year a street survey was circulated which asked residents to respond to various questions on service, fees and activities.  The survey results can be reviewed on the website.  A short summary is as follows:

66% of all residents responded to the survey; 69% of all responses indicated that tree preservation was very important with some residents indicating they would not mind “adopting a tree” to replenish the trees that were removed over the years.  Residents were also asked about increasing dues and most of the responses indicated that an increase is feasible.  Any increase in dues would require a 2/3rd’s majority of residents to approve.  If the board does pursue this option then an amendment to the deed of restrictions would be drafted for all residents to sign.

7. Governance Structure for WPA

Election of new board members – Kathy Koch

Terri Robbins – 3 year term, Vander Corliss – 3 year term.  

All were elected unanimously.

8.  Appreciation to Kathy Koch and Marie Morrison for their service as trustees.
9.  Adjournment

